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CHILE." 

By  Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  June  7. 

The  United  States  in  1915,  for  the  first  time,  ranked  first  both 
in  exports  from  and  imports  into  Chile,  receiving  more  than  42  per 
cent  of  Chilean  exports  and  selling  to  Chile  more  than  33  per  cent 
of  the  goods  imported.  Before  the  European  war,  the  order  of 
importance  of  countries  in  trade  with  Chile,  both  export  and  import, 
was  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  the  United  States. 

But  while  the  exports  from  Chile  to  the  United  States  were 
$18,765,000  greater,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  were 
$1,510,121  less  in  1915  than  in  1914.  In  other  words,  the  increase 
in  exports  to  the  United  States  was  greater  than  the  totaKamount 
of  imports  from  that  source. 
Classes  of  Imports  and  Principal  Countries  of  Origin. 

Below  are  shown  the  principal  classes  of  imports  into  Chile  and 
the  principal  countries  of  origin : 


Classes  of  imports. 


From 
United 
States. 


From 

United 

Kingdom. 


From 
Germany. 


From 
France. 


From 

all 

countries. 


Animal  products { 1914 

M915 
Vegetable  products 1 1914 

{1Q15 
1914" 
Textile  manufactures I^gj^ ' 

Industrial  oils,  polishes,  fuel,  and  hsiS. 
paints 11914 . 

Paper,  cardboard,  etc "{1914 

{191t 
1914" 
Toilet  and  pharmaceutical  articles,  fl915. 

and  chemical  products \1914. 

Machinery,  machine  tools,   instru-  /1915. 
ments,  and  apparatus \1914 . 

Arms,  ammunition,  and  explosives  {}m?' 
Sundries ^f; 

Total Pf; 


$903, 959 

871,218 

4,  662, 962 

2,847,764 

2, 932, 342 

3, 963, 253 

1, 065, 143 

831, 059 

4, 810, 600 

6, 982,  620 

413,164 

437, 349 

11,607 

19, 452 

627,347 

428, 443 

2,  512, 983 

3,  449, 485 
417,177 
176,521 
2S1,071 
147,499 

18,  038,  455 
20, 154,  063 


$401, 880 

590, 824 

1, 031, 562 

1,172,470 

2, 127, 372 

3,621,180 

5,210,211 

7, 243, 968 

2, 065, 740 

4,  .574,  371 

243, 343 

231,670 

303,414 

454, 539 

459, 075 

726, 215 

819,  565 

2, 805, 523 

337,  400 

3,  .341, 100 

289, 039 

552, 030 


$75, 162 
470, 426 
183, 245 

1,571,473 
701,423 

5, 027, 265 
703,  774 

4, 282, 262 
99, 360 

1,287, 014 
241,419 

1,217,474 
21, 820 
122, 395 
132. 292 
808,  743 
802, 297 

2,761,097 
331, 782 

8,010,072 
291,013 
312,014 


$198, 144 

444,231 

127,  732 

304,233 

145, 351 

433, 030 

671,  720 

2,  713,  823 

16,584 

39, 814 

42, 903 

114,369 

187, 940 

386, 215 

175,913 

3S5, 574 

67, 303 

217,292 

1,  455 

11,418 

65, 337 

155, 053 


$4,473,394 

5,  755,  722 

13, 236, 977 

14,171,776 

6, 639, 03S 

15, 972, 919 

11, 386. 973 

17,  828, 116 

9, 248, 629 

18, 478,  ISD 

1,905,781 

2,  467, 003 

811,567 

1,497,261 

1,  559, 074 

2, 555, 543 

4, 550, 497 

9, 825, 699 

1,105,074 

8, 639, 149 

1, 005, 210 

1,299,609 


13, 288, 603 
25, 313,  890 


3, 583, 589 
25,  870, 835 


1,700,383 
5, 205, 052 


55, 922, 218 
98, 490, 977 


Export  Trade  of  Chile. 

The  total  exports  from  Chile  to  all  countries  show  an  increase  of 
$10,179,052  in  1915  over  1914",  and  the  total  imports  from  all  coun- 
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tries  show  a  decrease  of  $42,538,977.  A  very  much  larger  proportion 
of  exports  and  imports  were  handled  in  the  last  three  quarters  of 
1915  than  in  the  first  quarter. 

That  exchange,  summarized  in  a  previous  report  from  this  office 
[see  Supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  No.  41a,  June  6,  9116],  did 
not  reach  a  higher  level  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  is  probably 
indicative  only  of  the  proportion  in  which  Chilean  export  products, 
notably  nitrate  and  copper,  are  being  produced  and  exported  by  for- 
eign companies  Avhose  capital  is  abroad  and  whose  operations  in  this 
country  mean  to  the  financial  market  only  labor  and  supply  accounts. 
The  country,  and  particularly  the  exchange  and  financial  markets, 
have  therefore  not  reaped  the  full  benefit  of  a  balance  of  trade  show- 
ing $117,606,364  of  exports  against  only  $55,922,218  of  imports. 

Nitrate  Industry  and  Copper  Mining. 

There  are  no  statistics  and  no  information  iivailable  relative  to 
the  development  of  Chilean  industries  during  1915.  The  nitrate 
industry  is  purely  an  export  business,  and  while  its  conditions  were 
better  in  1915  than  in  1914,  the  actual  development  w^as  below  normal, 
as  indicated  by  the  value  of  the  exports  for  1915  ($77,981,158)  and 
1913  ($111,454,397). 

Copper  mining  is  also  almost  exclusively  an  export  industry.  Gen- 
eral copper  exports  advanced  from  $10,337,351  in  1913  to  $15,143,802 
in  1915.'  A  large  I3art  of  this  increase  was  derived  from  mines  de- 
veloped by  an  American  syndicate  during  the  latter  year. 

Other  Chilean  industries  have  a  purely  local  importance,  and  while 
they  had  an  excellent  opportunity  during  1915,  their  development 
Avas  often  restricted  because  they  were  dependent  on  imported  raw 
materials,  and  these  materials,  through  lack  of  freight  space,  high 
freight  rates,  or  advances  in  prices  in  the  foreign  market  have  been 
correspondingly  more  difficult  to  obtain. 
Imports  and  Exports,  by  Countries. 

The  statistical  tables  herewith,  which  are  taken  from  the  official 
customs  statistics,  show  graphically  a  general  disorganization  of 
both  import  and  export  trade  due  to  the  war. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  of 
Chile  in  1914  and  1915.  by  countries  of  origin  and  destination,  re- 
spectively : 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1914 

1915 

1014 

1915 

Argentina 

$2,164,936 
6,269,379 

$2,456,681 
1,203,806 

$l,511,5a8 

154, 779 

3,444,5.58 

$3,509,474 
1,971,569 

Belgium 

Brazil 

725, 974 

1,180,948 

Egj'pt         

1,041,704 
4, 245, 128 
18,078,985 

2  388  234 

4, 206, 107 

25,889,771 

1,976,513 

1,700,383 
3,583,589 
1,732,891 

3,' 554^091 

Ttalv 

823,498 

1,779,629 

India 

1,979,472 
5, 380, 220 

2, 768, 640 
4, 762, 542 

Peru 

Russia ." 

1,827,425 

United  Kingdom 

22, 309, 086 

20, 148, 576 

7,411,161 

13,288,603 
18,0.38,455 
4, 605, 680 

40,041,306 

31.434,242 

e;  051, 604 

40  582,411 

United  States 

50, 199, 243 

Other  countries 

11,794,288 

Total 

98,461,195 

55,922,218 

107,427,312 

117, 606, 364 

CHILE. 


Principal  Imports  and  Exports,  by  Articles. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  and  exported  from  Chile  in 
1914  and  1915  are  listed,  with  their  value,  in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 


Agricultural  machinery — 

Belting  for  machinery 

Cars,  carriages,  other  vehi- 
cles, and  parts  of: 

•     Automobiles 

Cars,  railway,  freight, 

and  passenger 

Car  wheels,  railway 

Breadstuffs: 

Flour,  wheat 

Rice 

Wheat 

Cement 

Coal 

Coke 

Coffee 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Cloth,  white 

Drill 

Knit  goods 

Linings  and  dresses 

Sacking 

Thread'. 

Yarn 

Electric  light  equipment: 

Bulbs 

Machinery  and  supplies 

Wire :..... 

Explosives:  Dynamite 

Fibers,  and  manufactures 

of:  Jute  sacks 

Glass,  and  manufactures  of: 

Glass 

Glassware 

Hats,  wool  felt 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Bars 

Beams 

Firearms 

Machinery — 

Electrical  machin- 
ery and  supplies 
Industrial  machin 
ery  and  supplies 

Locomotives 

Mining  machinery 
Motors,  industrial 
Sewing  machines . 
Parts  of  machinery 
Sheets- 
Galvanized,  corru- 
gated   

Plain 

Tools 

Wire 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Lard 

Leather  and  leather  goods: 

Leather 

Boots  and  shoes 


1914 


f462, 233 
224,911 


233, 858 
107,  GU 

572,111 

668, 357 

2, 430, 720 

1,311,004 

9, 180,  ISl 

342, 450 

728, 303 


1,033,493 

445. 814 
557, 227 

1, 580, 151 
369, 894 
265, 572 

739. 815 

144, 542 
202, 767 
142, 679 
419, 998 

1,817,407 

134, 266 
165, 247 
318, 576 


992, 339 

745, 997 

7, 914, 150 


520, 381 

1,017,314 
772, 211 
703, 542 
382, 097 
168, 094 

1, 219. 071 


603, 163 
992, 339 
183,473 
319, 188 

114, 344 

510, 177 
289, 616 


1915 


5115,296 
163, 761 


306, 465 

69, 369 

78, 132 

2,965,390 

1,106,187 
407, 077 
574,  739 

3,002,614 
366, 102 

1, 102, 800 


901, 208 
218, 600 
211,913 
891, 700 
324, 844 
210,386 
868,856 

166,790 
80,605 
101, 443 
477, 838 

2,271,125 

65, 108 
49,384 
149,025 


294, 316 
203, 269 
486, 874 


333, 198 

337, 814 
245, 908 
326, 510 
227. 058 
55, 544 
1  203,118 


317, 462 
83. 060 
49, 173 

205, 069 

182, 970 

294, 523 
127, 902 


Articles. 


Oils: 

Edible 

Linseed 

Kerosene,  benzine, 
naphtha,  and  gaso- 
line  

Petroleum,  crude 

Panits,  mi.xed , 

Paper,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Books,  printed 

Paper — 

Print 

Writing 

Silk  manufactures: 

Cloth 

Clothing,  women's  and 

girls' 

Spirits,    wines,   etc.: 

Whisky 

Sugar,  granulated 

Tea 

Tobacco,  leaf  and  cut 

Waxes:  Paraffin 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 
U  n  m  a  n  u  f  a  c  t  ured : 

Pine,  rough 

Manufactured:  Furni- 
ture   

Wool,   and   manufactures 
of: 

Cashmere 

Cloth,  other  than  casli- 

mere 

Clothing- 
Men's  and  boys'.. 
Women's  and  girls' 

Yarn 

Yerba  mate 

EXPORTS. 

Barley 

Beans 

Beeswax 

Clover  seed 

Copper: 

Bars 

Concentrates , 

Ore 

Cowhides 

Honey 

Iodine , 

Leather,  sole , 

Lumber , 

Nitrate , 

Quillay  bark 

Walnuts 

Whale  oil 

Wheat 

Wool 


SI,  225, 715 
138,  776 


1, 958,  915 

5,  582,  S67 

222,  586 


294,  763 

797, 584 
166,  060 

4C6, 819 

150,  711 

231,134 
2,  &36, 337 
692, 171 
106, 504 
841, 288 


2, 564, 389 
236, 962 

1, 803, 820 

919,541 

157, 136 
208, 493 
368, 107 
595,  571 


922, 180 
318, 859 
116, 570 
166, 676 

11,291,089 

2, 205, 948 

1,646,785 

1, 670,  750 

28, 338 

4,  284, 623 

225, 627 

303, 925 

77, 981, 158 

230, 850 

375,  704 

12:3,  727 

16, 995 

3, 871, 555 


?891, 658 
81,364 


033, 288 

3,  712,  768 

129, 849 


142,  452 

868,  845 
88, 173 

217, 812 

63,169 

170, 897 
,412,411 
749, 338 
129, 377 
612,  872 


360, 731 
69, 549 

645, 824 

412, 842 

94,697 
62, 026 
65, 206 
808, 008 


1,677,078 
604, 443 
119, 876 
217,578 

7, 133, 015 

1,867,214 

1,912,313 

918, 020 

118, 970 

2,  096, 993 

261, 342 

232, 351 

77,117,063 

is:,  857 

602, 773 

254, 849 

199, 775 

3,631,896 


Introduction  of  American  Goods — Shortage  of  Freight  Space. 

As  regards  the  introduction  of  American  goods,  it  may  be  said 
that  there  is  a  good  opportunity  for  American  ]3roducts  in  any  of  the 
lines  mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  principal  articles  of  importation, 
given  later  in  this  report,  but  most  of  these  products  must  be  either 
imported  and  sold  here  on  terms  which  would  be  classed  as  liberal 
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or  must  be  transported  here  by  the  seller.  For  example,  several 
thousand  tons  of  coal  could  probably  be  sold  here  at  present,  provided 
the  seller  would  undertake  and  guarantee  delivery. 

Every  traveling  salesman  whalias  called  at  this  consulate  during 
the  past  year  has  declared  himself  well  satisfied  with  the  amount 
of  business  in  his  line  to  be  done  in  Chile,  but  so  far  as  can  be 
learned  the  number  of  traveling  salesmen  in  Chile  representing 
normal  3'ear. 

As  a  generalization  it  should  be  added  that  the  general  shortage 
of  freights  has  been  as  severely  felt  in  the  Chilean  coastwise  traffic 
as  in  the  foreign  trade,  and  as  Chile  is  largely  dependent  on  coast- 
wise shipping  for  the  transportation  of  products  from  one  part  of 
the  Republic  to  another,  home  industries  have  been  further  handi- 
capped b}'  this  condition. 

Declared  Exports  from  Chile  to  the  ITnited  States. 

The  consolidated  returns,  showing  exports  to  the  United  States 
in  1914  and  1915,  as  declared  at  all  the  American  consulates  in  Chile, 
are  shown  in  the  following  table:  '   , 


Articles. 


Algarobilla 

Antimony  ores 

Argols  and  grape  lees 

Beans 

Beeswax 

Bolivian  products 

Books 

Cascara  bark 

Caoutchouc 

Cinema  films 

Clover  seed 

Cocaine 

Cocoa 

Copper: 

Bars 

Cement 

Concentrates 

Copper  and  brass 
scraps 

Copper  and  gold  ore . . . 

Copper  and  lead  ore... 

Copper  and  silver  ore. . 

Copper  with  silver  and 
gold  ore 

Matte 

Ores 

Precipitate 

Pyrites 

Kegulus 

Gold: 

Bars 

Gold  in  copper 

Gold  and  silver  ores... 

Ores , 

Pounds  sterling 

Glue 

Hides 

Hoofs,  bones,  horns,  etc 

Household  eflCects 

Iodine 

Lead  and  silver  ores 

Leather,  sole 


1914 


$33, 777 


5,851 
336 


26, 781 


4,354,778 

8,' 479 

1,775 
43,117 


139,834 
1,599,467 
1,905,783 


122,208 
757,128 

48,000 

48, 230 

1,2S2 

2,050 


4,674 

21,361 

33, 789 

1,379 

1,277,613 

617 

2,147 


1915 


SI, 542 

115,385 

9,015 

5,087 

20,313 
9,500 


10, 662 
2,165 
2,086 


2,540 

22, 389 

7,380,978 

2,158 

19,586 

50,481 

95,347 

679 

1,776 

296,983 

1,583,328 

2,828,138 

857 

10,342 

777,934 

64,108 
35,938 


49, 610 

41, 658 

785, 501 

79 

15, 462 

1,577,093 

193, 200 

7,470 


Articles. 


Lentils 

Metal  scrap,  old  bars,  and 
copper,  residue,  ore,  etc. . 

Mustard  seed 

Nitrate 

Paintings 

Personal  effects 

Potash: 

Muriate 

Sulphate 

Quillay  bark 

Rubber 

Sacks  (for  mustard  seed). . . 

Sausage  casings 

Silver: 

Bars 

Ore 

Silver  in  copper 

Sulphides 

Sweepings 

Skins: 

Chinchilla 

Goat  and  kid 

Seal 

Sheep 

Rabbit 

Other  skins 

Tartar,  crude 

Tin: 

Bars 

Ore 

Typewriters  and  parts 

Tunsgten. ; 

Wahiuts 

Wolfram: 

Bars 

Ore 

Wool 

Zinc 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1914 


$4,940 

2,446 

200 

20,789,030 

19, 3.53 

1,200 


15,085 
35, 180 


25,057 


485, 552 
46, 602 
68,386 


3,893 
618 

1,200 
296 

4,592 
247 


7,628 
731 
100 


285,835 
445 


210, 285 
'265,'6S2 


32, 713, 439 


$65,476 

22,063 
31,419 
31,564,098 
24,884 
2,600 

7,760 
21, 484 
37, 661 
228, 654 
3,076 
125, 666 

128, 896 
255,846 
26, 663 
415,003 
256 

20,361 
5,650 


582,376 


350 
12,326 

789,279 

129, 449 

1,326 

4,268 


578,067 

3,781 

1, 708, 265 

7,976 

194, 176 


53,018,545 


ANTOFAGASTA. 

By  Consul  Tliomas  W.  Voetter,  Aiiril  25. 

The  commercial  life  of  the  northern  three  Provinces  of  Chile, 
which  form  the  Antofagasta  consular  district,  is  dependent  to  a 
great   extent   on   one   industry — the    production    and    shipment   of 
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nitrate  of  soda.  More  than  90  per  cent  of  the  vahie  of  the  total  ex- 
ports of  the  district  are  of  nitrate,  and  the  materials  and  sn])plies 
used  in  the  production  of  this  article  and  for  the  support  of  the 
population  directly  employed  in  its  production  and  shipment  form 
the  bulk  of  the  imports.  The  production  of  iodine,  borate  of  lime, 
copper,  and  copper  ores  are  also  important  industries,  while  the 
passage  of  merchandise  in  transit  across  the  district  from  and  to 
Bolivia  provides  business  for  the  railways  and  ports. 

Outside  of  a  few  areas  of  relatively  limited  extent  where  good  soil 
and  water  for  irrigation  are  available,  no  agricultural  development 
is  practicable. 
Nitrate  of  Soda  Production. 

The  year  1915  opened  with  but  43  nitrate  oficinas  in  operation,  as 
against  124  a  year  Joef ore,  and  the  production  of  nitrate  still  de- 
creasing month  by  month,  a  decrease  which  commenced  with  the 
month  of  August,  1914. 

The  lowest  monthly  production  was  for  February,  when  the 
amount  of  nitrate  made  was  1,753,337  quintals,  or  177,788,372  pounds. 
After  that  time  the  production  increased  until  at  the  end  of  1915 
neai'ly  the  same  amount  of  nitrate  of  soda  w^as  being  manufactured 
as  in  normal  times  before  the  beginning  of  tlie  war. 

The  following  table  shows  in  round  figures  the  monthly  produc- 
tion during  tlie  year  1915  and  also  the  monthly  exports : 


Production. 

Exports. 

Production. 

Exports. 

Pounds. 

211,170,000 

177,788,000 

192,341,000 

201,593,000 

238,716,000 

265,057,000 

296,251,000 

Pounds. 

190,621,000 

255,758,000 

267,383,000 

300, 563, 000 

425,685,000 

392,029,000 

487,865,000 

August 

Pounds. 
349,161,000 
354,115,000 
494,122,000 
527,398,000 
560,427,000 

Pounds. 
500,830,000 
402,561,000 
376,396,000 
336, 765, 000 

February 

September 

October 

April                    

November 

May         

December 

524,652,000 

Total 

July 

3, 86S,  139, 000 

4,460,108,000 

Crisis  and  Rapid  Recovery  in  the  Nitrate  Industry,. 

During  the  months  immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  war, 
when  the  outlook  for  the  nitrate  trade  was  anything  but  hopeful 
and  the  oficinas  were  stopping  operations,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
laborers  were  transported  to  the  southern  part  of  Chile,  there  being 
no  work  of  any  kind  for  them  in  the  nitrate  pampa.  During  1915 
this  movement  of  laborers  was  reversed  and  many  thousands  were 
returned  to  their  former  work,  partly  at  the  expense  of  the  Chilean 
Government,  which  placed  some  of  its  naval  transports  in  this  service 
for  a  period,  and  partly  by  the  proprietors  of  nitrate  plants,  who 
formecl  an  association  for  this  purpose. 

The  prompt  recovery  of  the  nitrate  industry  was  in  a  large  measure 
due  to  aid  received  from  the  Chilean  Government  through  the  opera- 
tion of  a  law  passed  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  By  this 
laAv  nitrate  companies  which  had  in  their  possession  stocks  of  finished 
nitrate  either  at  the  coast  ports  or  at  their  oficinas  could  receive  from 
the  Government  a  loan  at  a  definite  rate  per  quintal.  With  these 
funds  the  companies  were  enabled  to  continue  in  operation  at  times 
when  it  was  difficult  to  secure  loans  from  other  sources.  Upon  the 
sale  of  nitrate  the  loans  were  repaid.    There  were  many  operations 


6  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   EEPORTS. 

of  this  nature  during  the  year,  but  at  the  end  of  1915  most  of  the 
sums  advanced  had  been  repaid  to  the  Government. 

Prices  of  Nitrate — Scarcity  of  Shipping  Space. 

The  prices  ruling  in  Chile  for  nitrate  during  the  year  were  on  an 
average  satisfactory  and  generally  remunerative  to  the  manufacturer 
and  to  the  conservative  dealer.  I)uring  the  period  of  greatest  de- 
pression 5s.  8d.  ($1.28)  per  Spanish  quintal  of  101.1  pounds  along- 
side vessel  was  the  best  to  be  obtained,  but  later  in  the  year,  as  ship- 
ments and  demand  increased,  there  came  a  period  of  abnormallj'^ 
high  prices,  as  high  as  9s.  7d.  ($2.63)  per  quintal  bein^'  quoted. 
This  high  price,  which  Avas  for  immediate  delivery,  was  largely  a 
result  of  speculation  and  resale  by  dealers  rather  than  a  price  then 
being  obtained  by  manufacturers. 

The  growing  scarcity  of  vessels  in  which  to  ship  nitrate,  however, 
and  finall}^  the  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal  in  September,  inter- 
fered with  shipment,  and  purchases  for  immediate  delivery  were 
not  so  attractive  to  speculators.  The  rapid  and  constant  increase  in 
production  also  helped  to  raise  apprehensions  as  to  the  future  strength 
of  the  nitrate  market,  there  being  some  misgivings  as  to  ov.erpro- 
cluction,  while  it  was  feared  that  the  high  cost  of  nitrate  to  the  con- 
sumer in  consequence  of  higher  ocean  freights  would  tend  to  reduce 
consumption  of  nitrate  as  a  fertilizer.  As  a  result  of  all  of  these 
influences  the  price  receded  during  the  last  three  months  of  1915. 

Production  of  Artificial  Nitrogenous  Substances. 

The  plan  proposed  in  Germany  to  form  a  monopoly  which  would 
embrace  the  producers ,of  nitrogenous  substances  within  that  countrj^ 
served  to  draw  attention  in  Chile  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  produc- 
tion of  such  artificial  substances  as  cyanamid,  sulphate  of  ammonia, 
etc.,  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  It  began  to  be  evident  that 
Germany,  Avhich  formerh^  took  about  30  per  cent  of  the  nitrate  of 
soda  exported  from  Chile,  might  in  the  future  be  independent  of  this 
source  of  supply,  and  it  was  realized  that  improvements  in  the 
methods  of  manufacturing  and  marketing  Chilean  nitrate  should 
be  looked  for  in  order  to  compete  W'ith  the  newer  products  of  other 
countries.  In  some  of  the  nitrate  oficinas  much  attention  has  been 
given  in  recent  years  to  the  development  of  more  economical  methods 
and  to  greater  volume  of  extraction  of  the  nitrate  contents  of  the 
caliche.  Improvements  have  been  made  over  old  systems,  but  it  is 
believed  that  further  experimentation  is  needed.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state  that  possibly  the  most  thorough  work  along  this  line  has  been 
done  at  the  oficina  of  the  only  American-owned  company  operating 
in  this  district. 

Demand  for  Refined  Nitrate — The  Consuming  Countries. 

A  notable  feature  of  the  demand  during  1915  was  the  large  pro- 
portion of  refined  nitrate  taken,  with  96  per  cent  or  more  of  nitrate 
of  sodium  content,  rather  than  of  the  ordinary  grade  of  95  per  cent 
nitrate  content,  indicating  that  the  principal  demand  was  for  use  in 
the  manufacture  of  explosives  and  not  in  agricultural  fertilizers,  as 
formerly. 

No  shipments,  of  course,  w^ere  made  directly  to  the  central  empires 
of  Europe  or  their  allies.  Germany  formerly  received  about  30  per 
cent  of  the  Chilean  nitrate  production,  being  the  largest  single  im- 
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porter,  and  the  supplies  of  nitrate  used  in  various  other  countries 
were  usually  purchased  in  Hamburg.  To  supply  the  needs  of  those 
other  countries,  direct  shipments  have  been  made.  The  place  of  Ger- 
many as  the  largest  customer  for  Chilean  nitrate  is  now  taken  by 
the  United  States.  It  has  been  reported  that  American  consumption 
of  nitrate  for  fertilizer  purposes  decreased,  principally  in  the  cotton- 
growing  States,  but  the  increased  use  for  explosives  has  more  than 
offset  this.  The  extent  of  the  increase  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures  taken  from  the  declared  export  returns  from  the  two  consular 
offices  in  the  nitrate  district. 
Expofts  of  Nitrate  to  the  United  States — New  Nitrate  Plants. 

Shipments  of  nitrate  from  Antofagasta  to  the  United  States 
amounted  to  719,704,404  pounds  in  1913,  542,783,221  pounds  in  1914, 
and  1,169,170,516  pounds  in  1915.  From  Iquique  526,604,270  pounds 
Avere  shipped  in  1913,  374,337,062  pounds  in  1914,  and  700,628,958 
pounds  in  1915,  making  a  total  from  this  district  of  1,246,368,674 
pounds  in  1913,  917,120,283  pounds  in  1914,  and  1,869,799,474  pounds 
in  1915.  These  quantities  are  exclusive  of  shipments  to  the  Hawaiian 
Islands. 

During  the  j^ear  one  new  oficina  was  practically  completed  in  the 
Aguas  Blancas  district,  and  steps  were  taken  toward  the  construction 
of  an  additional  oficina  by  the  largest  interest  in  the  district,  the 
Compahia  de  Salitres  de  Antofagasta.  Should  the  demand  for  ni- 
trate continue,  with  high  prices  and  with  abundant  freight  room 
for  shipments,  it  is  now  possible  rapidly  to  increase  production  of 
nitrate  over  the  quantity  which  has  been  made  at  any  period  in  the 
past. 
Copper  Mining — New  Refining  Plant. 

The  most  important  event  in  1915  in  the  copper-mining  industry 
of  northern  Chile  Avas  the  practical  completion  of  the  first  unit  of 
the  plant  built  at  Chuquicamata  by  the  Chile  Exploration  Co.,  an 
American  corporation.  This  unit  Avas  designed  to  treat  10.000  tons 
of  loAv-grade  coi:)per  ore  a  day  by  a  process  of  lixiviation,  deposition, 
and  electric  smelting,  the  final  product  being  an  electrolytic  copper 
of  exceptional  purity.  This  plant  commenced  operations  on  May  18, 
1915,  but  much  adjustment  and  modification  of  details  AA'ere  neces- 
sary before  the  rather  ncAv  method  of  extraction  could  be  made  to 
.  operate  smoothly.  Thus  the  full  output  planned  for  this  first  unit 
Avas  not  reached  by  the  end  of  1915,  though  considerable  high-grade 
copper  Avas  made,  and  the  output  constantly  increased  as  difficulties 
Avere  overcome. 

The  electric  poAver  Avith  Avhich  the  plant  is  operated  is  generated 
near  the  town  of  Tocopilla,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  then  transmitted 
to  Chuquicamata  at  a  tension  of  110,000  A'oits.  At  Tocopilla  petro- 
leum is  used  for  fuel  and  the  current  is  produced  by  steam-operated 
turbine  generators.  It  is  planned  to  construct  at  an  early  date  three 
or  four  other  units  at  Chuquicamata  and  to  enlarge  the  generating 
plant  at  Tocopilla  correspondingly,  although  the  company  has  rights 
to  Avater  poAver  along  the  Loa  River  which  may  eventually  be  utilized. 

Of  the  4,759,536  pounds  of  copper  bars  shipped  in  1915  at  the  port 
of  Antofagasta,  3,976,506  pounds  came  from  the  plant  at  Chuquica- 
mata, the  remaining  983,030  pounds  coming  from  the  small  smelter 
at  Calama. 
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Other  Smelters — Increased  Production  Halted  by  High  Freights. 

The  Chilean  company  operating  the  smelter  near  the  port  of 
Gatico,  in  this  district,  took  measures  to  materially  improve  the 
installation  of  machinery  at  that  place,  so  that  the  future  output 
could  readily  be  increased. 

Copper  ores  occur  in  many  places  among  the  mountains  in  this 
district,  and  the  high  prices  greatly  stimulated  production  by  large 
and  small  companies  and  by  individuals  also.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  year,  however,  the  high  freight  rates  to  the  United  States  and 
the  difficulty  of  finding  tonnage  made  it  impossible  to  ship  ores  of 
low  grade.  The  buyers  ceased  purchasing  such  ores,  and  this  tended 
to  decrease  the  production  at  many  small  mines.  . 

Sulphur  and  Other  Mineral  Products. 

There  are  large  deposits  of  sulphur  about  the  volcanic  peaks  of 
the  mountain  range  to  the  east  of  the  nitrate  pampa.  During  1915 
much  attention  was  given  to  these,  and  the  equipment  of  many  of 
the  mines  and  the  facilities  for  transporting  the  product  were  much 
improved.  The  new  cop])er  smelter  at  Chuquicamata  provided  one 
ncAv  market  for  sulphur  in  this  district,  and  there  Avas  also  a  good 
demand  from  the  nitrate  pampa  for  sulphur  to  be  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  gunpowder  and  for  the  separation  of  iodine.  A  consid- 
erable quantity  is  now  used  also  in  the  vineyards  of  the  central  and 
southern  parts  of  Chile.  Although  the  deposits  of  sulphur  in  the 
northern  part  of  Chile  are  extensive  it  is  not  believed  that  the  pi'od- 
uct  can  be  exported  to  advantage,  on  account  of  the  high  cost  of 
transportation  from  the  mines  to  the  shipping  points  on  the  coast. 
Sulphur  is  now  mined  chiefly  near  Tacora  and  Tarata,  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Tacna,  and  Ollague,  in  the  Province  of  Antofagasta.  There 
was  the  usual  activity  during  the  year  in  the  production  of  borate 
of  lime  at  Ascotan  and  in  the  separation  of  iodine  at  the  nitrate 
oficinas. 
Mineral  Exports  from  Antofagasta,  by  Principal  Countries. 

The  statistics  showing  total  production  of  the  foregoing  minerals 
are  not  yet  available,  but  the  shipments  of  same  from  the  port  of 
Antofagasta  alone  are  shown  in  the  table  below,  Avhich  includes  the 
weight,  in  pounds,  of  all  exports  of  Chilean  origin  shipped  from 
this  port : 


Products. 

United 
States. 

Great 
Britain. 

France. 

All  other. 

Copper: 

Bar 

Pounds. 
A,  7.59, 184 
1, 254, 03.3 

51,501,786 
245, 418 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Mat  te 

Ores 

4,540,240 

380, 548 

30,053,512 

178, 113, 307 

569, 581 

Iodine 

25,019 

1,558,612 

61,930,458 

9,717 

10,330 

231, 264 

Nitrate  of  soda 

449,270,010 
1,151,200 

205,573,273 
1,307,396 

All  other 

Total 

508,181,631 

213, 657, 188     f>3. 573. 806 

207,122,263 

Bolivian  Products  Shipped  from  Antofagasta. 

Articles  of  Bolivian  production  are  not  shown  on  the  above  list  of 
articles  exported  through  the  port  of  Antofagasta,  although  some 
hides  originating  in  that  country  may  be  included  in  the  last  item. 
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Exports  of  Bolivian  origin  shipped  from  this  port  to  the  United 
States  an<l  Great  Britain  are  shown  in  the  table  Avhich  follows.  The 
total  of  shi])nients  to  all  other  countries  was  S03.3G1  pounds. 

The  figures  are  taken  from  lists  compiled  for  mercantile  houses 
from  outward  manifests  of  vessels  sailing  from  Antofagasta,  and 
may  not  represent  the  final  destinations  of  the  articles  with  absolute 
accuracy. 


Article. 

United 
States. 

Great 
Britain. 

Article. 

United 
States. 

Grea-; 
Britain. 

Pounds. 
834, 350 

Pounds. 
15,229,188 

573, SIS 
449, 754 

Tin: 

Metallic 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 
1,2.55,461 

Argentiferous  p3'rites 

Bismuth: 

Ores 

670, 613 

11,1.55 

196, 007 

32, 189, 301 

Tunijsten,  ore 

241, 127 

Metallic 

All  other 

163, 545 

Ore 

596,019 

14, 487,  .545 
116,579 

Total 

Silver: 

1,123,029 

77, 842 

16, 912, 168 

51, 303, 065 

Ores  

Import  Trade — Goods  in  Transit  to  Bolivia. 

The  imports  at  Antofagasta  during  the  5^ear  1915  were  less  in 
value  than  during  1914,  although  the  details  regarding  quantities  and 
values  of  separate  articles  are  not  yet  available.  The  value  of  the 
1915  imports  is  given  as  $7,901,793  as  against  $13,543,107  in  1914,  a 
decrease  of  about  40  per  cent.  During  1914  there  passed  through 
this  port  large  quantities  of  structural  materials  to  be  used  in  erect- 
ing the  copper  reduction  plant  at  Chuquicamata,  and  the  lack  of 
this  material  in  1915  Avill  account  in  part  for  the  decreased  value  of 
imports.  During  the  last  half  of  1914  merchandise  that  had  been 
ordered  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  continued  to  arrive, 
while  in  1915  this  movement  had  ceased,  although  there  arrived  from 
time  to  time  during  the  3'ear  lots  of  Antofagasta  cargo  transshipped 
from  German  steamers  detained  in  ports  of  southern  Chile,  Brazil, 
and  Argentina.  There  was  also  landed  here  for  consumption  cargoes 
from  German  steamers  detained  here,  which  had  originally  been 
consigned  to  ports  in  other  countries  farther  along  the  routes  of  these 
steamers.  In  addition  to  the  cargo  for  consumption  in  this  section 
there  also  entered  this  port  merchandise  valued  at  $1,704,252  destined 
to  Bolivia. 
Market  Conditions — Old  Stocks  Exhausted. 

The  increased  cost  of  freights  and  the  delay  in  receiving  merchan- 
dise hindered  what  would  otherwise  have  been  a  continued  increase 
of  business  activities  in  Antofagasta  in  1915,  but  another  element  also 
interfered.  The  effect  of  the  European  war  upon  credits,  breaking 
off  of  former  business  connections,  and  preventing  new  connections 
on  the  previous  terms,  all  coupled  Avith  some  misgivings  as  to  future 
conditions,  discouraged  merchants  from  ordering  with  the  same  free- 
dom as  before  and  allowed  stocks  to  decrease  except  in  staple  lines 
of  ready  sale.  Thus  many  articles  which  had  been  on  hand  for  years 
and  were  considered  unsaleable  Avere  disposed  of  and  stocivs  of  goods 
deposited  in  customs  Avarehouses  were  much  reduced.  It  Avas  only 
noAv  realized,  in  fact  hoAV  great  the  stocks  of  merchandise  in  some 
lines  had  been  along  this  coast  and  hoAV  much  capital  had  been  tied  up 
67110°— 41b— 16 2 
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in  them.     As  a  result  of  the  restriction  of  the  marliet  to  goods  of 
read}'  sale,  many  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  textiles,  foodstuffs, 
hardware,  etc.,  were  out  of  stock  or  in  extremely  small  supply  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
Port  Movement. 

Tables  showing  the  vessels  arriving  at  Antofngasta  during  the  past 
year  have  not  been  published,  but  summaries  show  314  steamers 
with  tonnage  of  844.325,  and  33  sailing  vessels  with  tonnage  of  07,027. 
The  following  table  shows  the  vessels  departing  in  both  foreign  and 
coastwise  trade.  All  of  these  figures  include  the  movement  at  the 
subports  of  Caleta  Colosa  and  Mejillones  in  addition  to  that  at  the 
port  of  Antofagasta. 


Nationality. 


IN  FOREIGN  TRADE. 


American. . 

British 

Chilean 

Danish 

Dutch 

French...., 

Greek , 

Italian , 

Japanese.., 
Norwegian. 
Peruvian.., 

Russian 

Swedish 


Total. 


Steamers. 


Num- 
ber. 


38 
123 

59 
5 
2 
1 
1 


267 


Net 
ton- 
nage. 


5,802 


714, 702        39 


Sailing  ves- 
sels. 


Num- 
ber. 


Net 
ton- 
nage. 


2 

4 

1,454 
5,408 

19 

43,147 

3 

5,631 

6 
1 
4 

11,356 
1,333 
7,257 

75,586, 


Nationality. 


IN  COASTWISE  TRADE 

American 

British 

Chilean 

Danish 

Dutch 

German 

Japanese 

Norwegian , 

Peruvian , 

Swedish 

Total 


Steamers. 


Num- 
ber. 


29 

92 

434 

4 

3 

1 

4 

15 

13 

2 


597 


Net 
ton- 
nage. 


73,260 

222, 485 

396, 831 

11,376 

10,364 

4,180 

19, 772 

38, 776 

2,797 

2,8^9 


782, 700 


Sailing  ves- 
sels. 


Num- 
ber. 


Net 
ton- 
nage. 


157 
5,995 


6,152 


Vessels  of  foreign  flag  may  enter  the  coastwise  trade  of  Chile  on 
the  same  terms  as  national  vessels,  and  very  frequently  a  vessel  en- 
tering a  port  direct  from  foreign  trade  continues  along  the  coast  in 
coastwise  service,  or  vice  versa. 
Increase  in  American  Trade  not  Proportionate  to  Exports. 

Many  articles  of  American  manufacture  have  had  a  good  market 
in  this  district  for  a  long  time  and  have  become  goods  of  prime 
necessit}^,  the  imports  of  which  during  1915  were  sufticient  in  quan- 
tity to  supply  the  demand.  The  leading  products  of  this  nature  have 
been  lumber,  lubricants,  kerosene,  gasoline,  crude  oil,  and  some  forms 
of  food  preparations  and  toilet  articles.  In  1915  the  customs  duties 
on  flour  were  suspended  and  large  quantities  of  flour  from  the 
Pacific  Coast  were  introduced  into  this  district.  The  duties  were 
restored  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

When  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  increase  in  trade  relations 
between  this  district  and  the  United  States,  the  past  year  can  not 
be  considered  entirely  satisfactory.  There  was,  undoubtedly,  an  in- 
creased consumption  in  the  United  States  of  products  of  this  district 
and  of  Bolivian  jn'oducts  passing  through  this  district.  The  con- 
sumption of  merchandise  manufactured  in  the  United  States  did  not 
have  the  corresponding  increase  here.  This  state  of  affairs  may  be 
attributed  to  several  causes,  viz.: — the  good  stocks  on  hand  and  in 
transit  at  the  opening  of  the  Avar,  and  the  disinclination  to  purchase, 
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already  mentioned;  the  difficulty  of  making  suitable  financial  ar- 
rangements, the  lack  of  offers  of  goods  such  as  the  trade  had  been  ac- 
customed to.  etc. 

The  Question  of  Credits. 

Without  full  knowledge  of  the  standing  of  merchants  Avho  desired 
to  import  American  goods  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  American 
exporters  would  be  ready  to  grant  credit.  None  of  the  well-known 
American  credit  agencies  had  established  offices  in  this  country'  to 
obtain  such  information,  hence  each  individual  case  would  consume 
time  in  any  investigation  that  might  be  made.  And  the  evident 
disinclination  of  the  great  majority  of  American  firms  to  concede 
the  long  terms  for  payment,  to  which  the  importers  on  this  coast 
had  become  accustomed,  presented  another  difficulty  in  the  waj^  of 
prompt  establishment  of  new  relations. 

The  insistance  of  cash  against  documents  in  the  American  port 
was  not  favorably  received  by  merchants  who  had  made  settlements 
with  European  shippers  on  far  more  liberal  terms,  usually  delivery 
of  shipping  documents  here  upon  acceptance  of  90- day  sight  draft, 
or  by  payment  with  90-day  draft  upon  a  European  bank.  It  is  true 
that  with  the  higher  rates  of  interest  prevailing  here  it  is  much 
more  expensive  for  a  local  merchant  to  discount  a  note  and  pay 
c?ish  for  merchandise  than  for  a  merchant  in  the  United  States  to 
do  so,  but  the  long  credits  allowed  have  practically  amounted  to 
capitalization  of  the  importer's  business  by  European  shippers  or 
bankers,  he  doing  business  with  the  funds  of  those  who  gave  him 
credit  when  he  is  selling  their  merchandise  which  he  has  not 
paid  for.  However  much  this  condition — or,  rather,  method  of  do- 
ing business — may  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  American  ex- 
porters, it  is  5^et  one  that  must  be  considered,  especially  by  those 
whose  merchandise  competes  with  similar  European  goocls.  Owing 
to  the  abnormal  transportation  conditions,  especially  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year,  one  of  the  advantages  American  shippers  may  have 
in  normal  times,  namely,  speed  of  delivery  from  the  Atlantic  coast, 
was  not  apparent. 
Local  Markets  Studied — Suitable  American  Goods  Sell. 

It  should  not  be  expected  that  there  would  be  found  in  the  United 
States  all  articles  needed  in  this  section.  Certain  styles  of  mate- 
rials different  from  those  manufactured  for  the  American  market 
have  had  preference  here,  and  these  preferences  have  been  made  a 
subject  of  study  for  many  years  in  those  countries  by  which  they 
have  been  supplied.  Methods  of  packing,  as  well  as  modifications 
in  the  manufacture,  by  which  better  advantage  could  be  taken  of 
provisions  of  the  tariff  laws  to  obtain  the  lowest  possible  rates  of 
duties,  have  all  had  intelligent  consideration  for  many  years.  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  immediate  establishment  of  a  greater 
export  trade  to  this  country  met  with  difficulties.  On  the  other 
hand,  where  terms  and  credit  arrangements  have  been  satisfactorily 
arranged  and  where  the  articles  offered  have  been  suitable  for  this 
market,  many  articles  of  American  manufacture  have  been  sold  in 
this  district  for  the  first  time.  The  variety  and  quality  of  American 
goods  have  caused  surprise  to  dealers  who  have  first  learned  of  them 
during  the  present  crisis. 
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Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Antofagasta  district  in  1014  and 
1015,  inchiding  besides  this  port  the  agencies  of  Arica  and  Iqnique, 
are  shown  in  the  following  tables.  Exports  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
consisting  entirely  of  nitrate  of  soda,  amounted  in  1015  to  $G05,8T4 
from  Antofa^asta,  as  compared  with  $170,100  from  that  port  in 
1014,  and  to  $368,004  in  1015  from  Iqnique,  as  compared  with  $203,083 
in  1014.  There  were  no  exports  to  the  other  insular  possessions  of 
the  United  States  and  none  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  from  Arica. 


Articles. 


FROM   ANTOFAGASTA. 


Antimony 

Cascarilla  bark 

Cocaine 

Copper: 

Bars 

Cement 

Matte 

Ore 

Pyrites 

Gold  ore 

Hides 

Iodine 

Nitrate  of  soda 

Rubber,  crude 

Silver: 

Lead  ore 

Ore 

Sulphide 

Sweepings 

Skins: 

Chincliilla 

Goat 

Tin: 

Bars , 

Ore , 

Tungsten 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


1914 


$298,094 


1,328,071 

122, 208 

2,050 

7,384 

943, 734 

9,994,780 

2,009 


1915 


195, 835 
10,662 
2,540 

2,534,967 

2,158 

87,084 

1,608,714 

10, 342 


485, 552 
56,866 


7,628 
731 


1,636 


13,251,361 


243,167 

585, 259 

20, 170, 789 

17,602 

193, 200 

254,016 

277, 638 

256 

13, 784 
4,660 

44,511 

129, 449 

1, 593 

1,290 


Articles. 


FROM   ARICA. 


Antimony  ores 

Bark 

Copper: 

Barilla 

Ores 

Cocoa 

Gold  bars 

Hides,  cattle 

Rubber 

Silver  sulphides... 

Tin,  barilla 

Wolfram,  barilla... 
Another  articles... 
Bolivian  products. 


1914 


$336 


1,95S 
69, 739 


48,000 
3,840 
33,171 
11,520 


445 
247 


Total. 


169, 256 


FROM  IQUIQUE. 


25,935 


26, 289, 516 


Copper  ore 

Gold,  pounds  sterling 

Hides I  2, 924 

Househol  I  goods 879 

lo!  ine 333, 879 

Xitrate  of  soda 6, 851, 902 

Silver  ore ' 

Skins,  chinchilla I  3, 893 

All  other  articles 1  692 


Total 7,220,104 


1915 


?19,550 


265,  786 

684, 100 

5,400 

2,280 

11,323 

197, 862 

137, 365 

744, 768 

578,067 

1,308 

9,500 


2, 657, 309 


11,897 

49, 610 

w,274 

1,460 

985,  798 

11,283,540 

1,830 

350 

815 


12,412,574 


Increases  in  Export  Trade  with  United  States. 

As  appears  in  the  table,  the  exports  to  the  United  States  show 
great  increases  over  the  previous  year  not  only  at  Antofagasta  but 
also  at  the  consular  agencies  at  Arica  and  Iquique.  The  total  exports 
to  the  United  States  from  all  ports  of  this  consular  district  increased 
from  $20,640,721  in  1014  to  $41,353,300  in  1015,  or  more  than  twice 
as  much.  Exports  at  Antofagasta  increased  from  $13,251,361  in  1014 
to  $26,280,516  in  1015,  also  about  doubling.  For  Arica  the  increase 
was  most  marked,  from  but  $160,256  in  1014  to  $2,651,300  in  1015, 
or  more  than  15  times  as  much.  For  Iquique  the  increase  was  from 
$7,220,104  in  1014  to  $12,412,574  in  1015.  For  this  port  the  exports 
declared  were  practically  all  of  Chilean  products,  Avhile  at  Antofa- 
gasta and  Arica  invoices  for  Bolivian  products  were  also  certified, 
and  for  the  exports  at  Arica  it  may  be  said  that  almost  all  originated 
in  Bolivia.  The  great  increase  at  Arica  is  due  to  two  things — the 
increased  facilities  offered  by  the  newly  constructed  Arica  &  La  Paz 
Eailway  and  the  increased  demand  for  Bolivian  products  in  the 
United  States.  The  construction  of  a  smelter  for  tin  ores  at  Perth 
Amboy,  N.  J.,  allows  the  treatment  of  tin  ores  to  be  now  carried 
out  in  the  United  States. 
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The  increases  in  most  of  the  other  articles  are  due  to  the  European 
war.  The  activity  in  the  mining  of  wolfram  and  antimony  ores  in 
Bolivia  reveal  this  clearly.  Wolfram  was  not  in  great  demand  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  war,  but  shortly  afterwards  the  demand 
increased  and  prices  continued  rising  rapidly,  until  in  Bolivia  the 
greatest  interest  was  aroused  in  discovering  veins  and  mining  ores 
containing  tungsten.  Antimony  has  been  mined  in  Bolivia  before, 
but  only  in  periods  when  the  price  has  been  high.  Many  of  the 
mines  are  distant  from  the  railroads  and  the  prices  obtainable  in 
ordinary  times  have  not  been  sufficient  to  pay  for  transportation  by 
llama  train  for  the  long  distances  between  the  mines  and  railways. 
Mines  are  now  producing  which  have  been  idle  since  the  Boer  war. 

Imports  from  United  States. 

To  the  articles  previously  mentioned  as  being  usually  imported  into 
this  district  from  the  United  States  there  may  be  added  those  men- 
tioned below,  which  came  in  during  1915  to  replace  similar  mer- 
chandise formerly  imported  from  Europe,  but  which  it  is  now  diffi- 
cult or  impossible  to  obtain  there.  Wrapping  paper,  laundry  soap, 
starch,  hops,  condensed  milk,  rice,  linseed  oil,  castor  oil,  oleomarga- 
rine, paints,  sal  soda,  belting,  explosives,  electrical  supplies,  pack- 
ings, wire,  galvanized  corrvigated  sheets,  small  hardware,  window 
glass,  glassware,  hosiery,  oilcloth,  and  a  few  lines  of  textiles. 

The  foregoing  list  will  show  that  the  merchants  have  gone  to  the 
United  States  for  what  might  be  termed  necessities.  They  are 
articles  of  which  the  United  States  have  been  large  producers  and 
for  which  there  will  be  a  steady  consumption  in  this  district,  so  that 
it  would  appear  that  especial  efforts  should  be  made  to  retain  this 
trade  now  commenced.  The  necessary  connections  have  been  made, 
and  while  the  number  of  banking  establishments  in  this  district  has 
not  increased,  exchange  transactions  with  the  United  States  are  more 
easily  made  than  formerly. 

PUNTA  ARENAS. 

By  Consul  David  J.   Myers,  Augnst   7. 

The  year  1915  was  a  prosperous  one  for  the  Territory  of  Magal- 
lanes.  The  effects  of  the  European  war  have  been  noticeable  in  the 
greatly  increased  prices  of  all  imported  goods  and  the  scarcity  of 
freights,  but  these  disadvantages  in  the  commercial  situation  have 
been  largely  overcome  by  the  good  prices  received  for  the  products 
exported  to  Europe  and  the  United  States. 

It  seems  that  commerce  has  held  its  normal  pace,  the  only  notable 
exception  being  in  the  slack  building  operations,  due  to  the  difficulties 
in  securing  materials  and  the  high  costs  of  these  delivered  in  port. 

The  assessed  values  of  the  imports  and  exports  combined  may  not 
be  the  largest  to  date,  but  the  actual  values  have  undoubtedl}'  far 
exceeded  all  previous  records.  The  foreign  import  trade  showed  the 
greatest  reduction,  but  there  was  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  domestic  merchandise  brought  in. 
Business  Enterprises  Have  Record  Year. 

The  principal  industries  of  the  district  had  a  record  year  and  no 
bankruptcies  were  declared  in  any  line.  Both  local  banks  declared 
good  dividends  and  increased  their  capital  stock.    The  other  branch 
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bank,  no  doubt,  Avas  equally-  successful,  as  it  does  the  largest  busi- 
ness of  al),  but  data  are  not  available. 

The  freezing  -works  all  declared  large  dividends,  the  profits  having 
reached  as  high  as  100  per  cent  on  the  investment.  The  construc- 
tion of  the  fourth  plant  was  begun. 

The  local  manufacturing  establishments,  although  small,  were 
successful.  They  include  canneries  for  shell  fish  and  meats,  a  soap 
factory,  breAveries.  ship  repair  yards,  foundries,  saAvmills,  etc. 

Mining  operations  are  limited  at  present  to  gold  and  coal.  Pros- 
pecting for  other  minerals  has  continued  and  it  seems  certain  that 
this  field  offers  large  possibilities  in  several  lines.  Great  interest 
has  persisted  in  the  search  for  petroleum  and  thousands  of  claims 
liave  been  taken  up.  Two  of  the  companies  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  boring  wells,  and  the  indications  are  good  for  striking  oil 
in  commercial  quantities. 
Sheep-Raising  Industry  Prospers. 

The  principal  industry  of  the  district,  sheep  raising,  was  especially 
favored.  The  mild  winter  gave  a  most  excellent  lambing  season,  and 
the  prices  for  wool  were  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the  industry. 
The  exports  were  approximatel}^  21,500.000  pounds,  worth  more  than 
$7,000,000.  About  35,000,000  pounds  of  frozen  meat,  worth  nearly 
$4,000,000,  Avere  exported  to  Great  Britain.  Some  8,000,000  pounds 
of  sheepskins,  Avorth  approximately  $2,000,000,  were  shipped.  Need- 
less to  say,  the  ranching  companies  paid  high  dividends,  and  the  indi- 
vidual farmers  made  unprecedented  profits.  The  value  of  grazing 
lands  has  more  than  doubled  in  the  last  f  eAv  j^ears. 

Agricultural  Possibilities  Developing — Steamship  Lines — Insurance. 

,  , The  agricultural  possibilities  of  the  district  have  receiAed  A'ery 
little  attention  in  the  past.  The  chicken  industry  has  been  profit- 
able and  there  are  noAv  tAvo  chicken  farms  at  Punta  Arenas  said  to 
be  among  the  largest  in  South  America.  The  duty  on  condensed 
milk  has  made  dairying  profitable,  and  a  good  business  is  growing 
up,  although  it  is  still  unable  to  supply  the  local  demands. 

At  a  local  fair  held  in  Punta  Arenas  in  September  the  exhibits  of 
oats,  hay,  barley,  potatoes,  and  garden  crops  clearly  demonstrated 
that  a  laige  number  of  articles  noAV  imported  may  be  grown  success- 
fully here.  Interest  in  agriculture  Avill  increase  when  the  population 
becomes  greater  and  the  labor  conditions  become  easier. 

The  AAdialing  company  did  not  haA^e  a  successful  year,  but  the 
large  increase  in  the  value  of  the  ships  leaA'es  the  compam^  in  an 
excellent  condition  for  liquidation,  which  has  been  decided  upon. 

The  several  local  steamship  lines  operating  from  this  point  to 
Argentine  and  Chilean  ports  Avere  exceptionally  prosperous  by  rea- 
son of  the  heavy  freights  offered  at  greatl}^  increased  rates. 

A  fire  and  marine  insurance  company  Avas  organized  locally  with  a 
large  capital  and  is  alreach^  doing  a  good  business.  A  local  com- 
panA^  Avas  organized  for  exploiting  lands  in  Peru,  and  shares  were 
purchased  in  numerous  enterprises  outside  of  the  district.  These  are 
further  evidences  of  the  large  amount  of  easj^  capital  on  hand. 
Wages  no  Higher — Cost  of  Living  Greatly  Increased. 

Since  Avages  haA'e  not  gone  up  in  keeping  Avith  the  continual  ad- 
vances in  the  prices  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life  the  laboring  classes 
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of  the  district  have  not  enjoyed  the  great  prosperity  that  has  so 
favored  the  merchants  and  ranchmen.  On  the  contrary,',  tliey  have 
felt  severely  a  reduction  both  in  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  cloth- 
ing and  food  which  the}'  were  formerly  able  to  purchase  with  <h3 
same  wages. 

The  following  data  were  secured  from  reliable  sources  showing  the 
increases  in  the  cost  of  living  at  Punta  Arenas  during  the  last  few 
years  for  the  middle  and  Avell-to-do  classes : 

For  the  period  from  January  to  December,  1914,  coni])ared  with 
the  same  period  in  1909,  expenses  of  living  increased  for  rent  100 
per  cent ;  fuel,  80  per  cent ;  clothing,  60  per  cent ;  food,  100  per  cent. 
The  average  of  these,  or  the  cost  of  living,  increased  85  per  cent.  The 
causes  Avere  said  to  be  the  general  increase  in  the  prices  paid  abroad 
for  all  articles  imported,  increased  freight  rates,  etc.,  and  the  law- 
put  into  effect  in  1912  declaring  Punta  xVrenas  no  longer  a  free  port, 
a  special  privilege  which  it  had  enjoyed  up  to  that  time. 

For  the  period  from  Jidy  to  December,  1915,  compared  with  the 
period  from  January  to  June,  1914,  living  expenses  increased  for 
rent  111  per  cent;  fuel,  83  per  cent;  clothing,  38  per  cent;  food,  72 
per  cent.  The  average  of  these  is  7()  per  cent.  The  cost  of  living  for 
the  wealthier  families  is  actually  more  than  three  and  a  quarter  times 
that  of  1909.  All  the  others  find  it  necessary  to  live  upon  much  less 
than  they  were  formerly  accustoliied  to. 
Prices  of  Foodstuffs  and  Other  Necessaries. 

The  following  average  prices  of  ordinary  articles  of  food  con- 
sumed largely  by  the  laboring  classes  were  taken  from  an  article 
published  in  a  local  paper  on  August  17.  The  list  was  prepared 
l^y  the  prefect  of  police  for  the  local  government  in  compliance 
with  a  request  of  the  Chilean  Bureau  of  Labor.  Quantities  and 
values  have  been  reduced  from  local  to  American  units : 


Articles. 

Prices. 

Articles. 

Prices. 

Articles. 

Prices. 

Beverages: 

Coffee. . .  .per  pound . . 

Yerbamate. .  .do 

Wine,  common,  per 

$0.24 
.16 

.06 

.06 
.04 
.13 
.10 
.13 
.05 

.53 

3.17 

Fuel,  etc.— Continued. 

Matclies  .per  packet. . 

Kerosene,  .per  pint. . 
Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Beef per  pound. . 

Beef,  jerked.  ..do 

Candles do.... 

Cheese do 

Lard  compound,  per 
pound 

$0.07 
.04 

.11 

.19 
.26 
.29 

.22 

.08 
.11 
.36 
.03 
.10 

Sugar per  pound. . 

Tobacco,  leaf do 

Vegetables: 

Beans do 

Chickpeas do 

Lentils do 

Pepper,   red,    dried, 
per  pound 

JO.  10 

.72 

.06 
06 

Bread  and  breadstufls: 
Bread... per  pound.. 
Com do  — 

.06 
.13 

Flour.... do — 

Potatoes,  per  pound. . 

.03 

Rice do — 

AVTieat       .        do 

Milk  (in  winter),  per 
pound 

Fuel,  etc.: 

Coal,lignite,  per  sack. 

Firewood,  per  load  of 

50  pieces  6  feet  long. 

Suet per  pound.. 

Oil,  cooking do 

Salt do.... 

Soap do 

Number  of  Ships  Arriving  and  Departing. 

The  statistics 'of  shipping  at  Punta  Arenas  for  1915  are  taken  from 
the  local  newspapers. 

During  the  year  from  foreign  ports  there  arrived  349  steamships 
with  a  registered  tonnage  of  496,288  and  9  sailing  ships  with  a  ton- 
nage of  878.  From  other  Chilean  ports  there  arrived  652  steamers 
with  a  total  tonnage  of  228,595  and  20  sailing  ships  with  a  tonnage 
of  5,590.    The  total  tonnage  entered  was  731,291. 
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The  ships  calling  were  under  the  following  flags:  Chilean,  977; 
British,  142;  Argentine,  56;  Norwegian,  9;  Danish,  9;  Greek,  2; 
Swedish, 2;  French,!;  American, 7;  Dutch, 2;  Italian,!;  Peruvian,!. 

During  the  same  period  there  sailed  for  foreign  ports  227  steam- 
ships Avith  a  tonnage  of  422,127  and  10  sailing  ships  with  a  tonnage 
of  1,033.  For  other  ports  in  Chile  there  were  cleared  775  steamships 
with  a  tonnage  of  323,759  and  255  sailing  ships  with  a  tonnage  of 
6,559.     The  total  tonnage  departed  was  753,478. 

The  ships  departing  under  other  than  Chilean  flags  were  divided 
among  the  different  nations  practically  as  were  those  that  called, 
which  are  listed  above. 

The  total  tonnage  for  all  shipping,  both  calling  and  departing, 
was  divided  among  the  different  nations  as  follows : 


Country. 

Tons. 

Country. 

Tons. 

Country. 

Tons. 

116,663 

272, 134 

44.506 

li;4S0 

9,368 

Holland 

11,  890 
5,318 

55, 622 
4,166 
5,991 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

892, 737 

Chile 

Italv                   

54, 894 

Total 

Peru 

1,484,769 

Sweden 

The  total  tonnage  which  entered,  731,291,  is  considerably  less  than 
half  of  that  entering  in  1912,  during  which  yenv  there  entered  a  total 
of  1.489,756  tons.  This  large  decrease  is  primarily  due  to  the  effects 
of  the  Avar  in  making  a  great  scarcity  of  ships  and  to  the  opening  of 
the  Panama  Canal.  During  the  last  year  or  two  many  of  the  vessels 
passing  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan  have  not  been  obliged  to 
call  at  this  port  as  in  former  years  for  orders,  supplies,  etc.,  thanks 
to  oil  fuel  and  Avireless  telegraph  installations. 

There  are  no  data  available  at  present  on  the  shij)ping  at  Punta 
Arenas  for  1913  and  1914. 
Shipping  Statistics — Cargo  Handled. 

The  total  of  cargo  handled  at  this  port  during  1915  was  188,566 
tons,  Avhich  exceeds  that  of  1914  by  50,994  tons.  The  following  sum- 
mary is  given  for  the  tonnage  of  cargo  embarked  and  disembarked 
at  Punta  Arenas  during  the  last  five  years : 


Year. 


1915 
1914 
1913 


Em- 
barked. 


Tons. 
93,413 
57,233 
73, 942 


Disem- 
barked. 


Tmis. 
95,143 
SO, 329 
100, 196 


Total 
fons. 


Tons. 
188,556 
137,562 
174,138 


Year. 


1912. 
1911. 


Em- 
barked. 


Tons. 
50, 716 
66,662 


Disem- 
barked. 


Tons. 
64, 130 
95,666 


Total 
tons. 


Tons. 

114,846 

162,328 


Foreign  Trade — Statistics  Show  Assessed  Value,  not  Real. 

The  statistics  furnished  below  have  been  secured  from  the  local 
customs  authorities  and  from  publications  issued  by  the  Superinten- 
dencia  de  Aduanas  and  Oficina  Central  de  Estadistica.  Those  fur- 
nished by  the  local  office  do  not  agree  exactly  with  those  published 
])y  the  latter  offices,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  adjust  the  discrepancies 
at  present. 

The  quantities  and  values  have  all  been  reduced  to  American  units. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  values  given  are  not  real,  but 
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assessed  on  weight  instead,  based  on  prices  current  some  years  ago, 
and  consequently  far  lower  than  the  present  j)rices  and  actual  vailies. 

It  should  also  be  kept  in  mind  that  this  district  is  not  in  easy  touch 
with  the  rest  of  the  country,  and  that  as  far  as  the  commerce  of  Punta 
Arenas  is  concerned  domestic  trade  with  the  rest  of  Chile  differs  in 
nowise  from  foreign  trade,  with  the  exception  that  duty  is  assessed 
on  a  few  of  the  foreign  imported  articles. 

The  total  value  of  foreign  imports  at  Punta  Arenas  during  the  last 
five  vears  has  been  as  follows,  excluding  imports  for  and  exports  from 
Argentina  transshipped  here:  1911.  $3,916,409;  1912,  $3,753,790; 
1913,  $3,798,229 ;  1914,  $3,416,373 ;  1915,  $2,692,486. 

Foreign  Imports. 

For  1915  the  local  statistics  show  the  following  summary  of  for- 
eign imports  and  their  values  by  classes,  compared  with  the  value  in 
1914  and  1912,  the  latter  being  taken  from  the  annual  report  of  that 
year : 


classes. 


Animal  products 

Vegetable  products 

Iron,  steel,  and  other  mineral  products 

Textiles  and  manufactures  thereof 

Oils,  paints,  combustibles,  etc 

Paper  and  manufactures  thereof 

Wines,  liquors,  etc 

Perfumery,  drugs,  chemicals,  etc 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 

Arms,  ammunition,  and  explosives 

All  other  articles 

Total 


3543,08) 
563,352 
441,537 
703,370 
124, 755 

71,445 
808, 807 
285, 355 
239, 182 
8,671 

53, 627 


3, 753, 790 


$538, 836 

407, 225 

432,491 

889, 935 

.304, 909 

40, 459 

48, 561 

388, 470 

310, 190 

10,492 

32,799 


3, 416, 373 


$710,365 

417, 204 

279, 841 

542,037 

144, 730 

46, 841 

36,597 

258,783 

222,957 

6,349 

22,456 


2, 688, 160 


The  above  total  for  1915  is  $4,326  less  than  that  furnished  by  the 
central  offices. 

The  countries  from  which  these  imports  were  shipped  are  given 
below,  compared  with  those  of  1912 : 


Coimtries. 

1912 

1915 

Countries. 

1912 

1915 

(a) 

C) 
$450,914 
976, 588 

$864, 697 

7,655 

35,597 

97, 160 

19,488 

1,104,410 
335, 987 
885,891 

947, 462 

United  States 

448, 570 

France 

other  countries 

270, 531 

Total 

Peru 

3, 753, 790 

2, 088, 160 

o  Figures  not  given. 

Note. — The  values  given  in  the  foregoing  two  tables  of  imports  by  classes  and  countries,  assessed  on 
weight  and  based  on  prices  current  some  years  ago,  are  far  below  current  prices. 

The  figures  given  above  are  the  only  data  available  on  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  import  trade  at  Pimta  Arenas.  The  imports  from 
the  United  States  in  1910  were  valued  at  $158,994;  in  1911,  $237,043^ 
The  total  foreign  imports  at  Punta  Arenas  in  1915  were  $723,887 
less  than  in  1914. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  a  large  amount  of  the 
merchandise  shown  above  as  received  from  Argentina  came  from  the 
United  States,  having  been  transshipped  in  Argentine  ports. 
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Customs  Receipts — Imports  from  the  Rest  of  Chile. 

On  the  imports  above  the  local  customhouse  in  1915  collected 
$110,595  or  $19,868  less  than  in  1914,  the  total  collections  for  that 
year  beino-  $130,463.  The  collections  in  1913  were  $126,426,  while  for 
a  part  of  the  j^ear  1912,  when  duties  were  first  assessed,  the  collections 
were  $73,225. 

The  imports  at  Punta  Arenas  from  the  rest  of  Chile  for  1915  were 
valued  at  $3,350,082  and  in  1914  they  were  $2,119,569. 

American  Imports  Increase. 

The  previous  large  record  of  "imports  of  American  goods  was 
greatly  exceeded,  in  1915,  o^^■ing  to  se'\'eral  causes,  among  them  the 
direct  effects  of  the  European  war,  visits  of  American  salesmen  to 
the  district,  and  a  larger  acquaintance  with  American  products  in 
the  market. 

According  to  the  assessed  values  of  the  goods  and  the  annual 
declared  export  return,  the  balance  of  trade  is  shown  Against  the 
United  States,  the  cost  of  the  w^ool,  skins,  and  sausage  casings  ex- 
ported to  American  purchasers  exceeding  the  value  of  the  imports 
of  American  merchandise. 

Articles  imported  from  the  United  States  during  1915  with  an 
assessed  value  of  more  than  $1,000  are  listed  below : 


Articles. 


Cars,  carriages,  and  other  vehicles: 

Automobiles 

Automobile  parts 

Bicycles 

Wagons 

Cement 

Cl'othing: 

Men's  ready  made 

Women's  ready  made 

Corsets,  silk 

Cotton  goods:  Socks  and  underwear 

Drugs,  chemicals,  and  chemical  products: 

Medicines,  patent 

Sulphur  and  sulphur  products 

Tanning  materials 

Explosives:  Cartridges 

Fibers,  and  manufactiires  of:  Rope  and 

cordage 

Furniture 

Glass,  plate 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Fence  posts 

Firearms 

Nails,  wire , 

Sh-eets— 

Corrugated,  galvanized 

Smooth,  galvanized 

Stoves 

Tools- 
Axes  and  hatchets 


1915 


$87, 495 
8,683 
2,157 
1,217 

8,744 

6,360 
1,938 
3,913 
12, 6S2 

3,633 
13, 203 
15, 332 

2,074 

6,644 
1,198 
1,197 

3, 403 
1,616 
13,474 

23, 643 
1,206 
2,836 

1,265 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel  manufactures— Continued 

Tools— Continued. 

Carpenters' 

other  tools 

Wire 

Leather  products:  Shoes 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Lard 

Milk,  condensed 

Musical  instruments: 

Phonographs  and  gramophones .. . 

Phonograph  records 

Pianos 

Oils: 

Cottonseed 

Fuel,  etc 

Kerosene  and  gasoline 

Linseed 

Lubricating 

Paints,  prepared 

Sugar  and  confectionery: 

Candy 

Sugar 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Windmills 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$3, 179 
3,336 

34,650 
1,345 

15,891 
11,447 

1,732 
1,995 
1,205 

15,947 
4,185 

23, 764 
1,610 

11,395 
1,583 

1,463 
4,692 
2,098 
1,767 
78, 373 


445,570 


Shipping  Difficulties — News  Service. 

Great  delays  in  delivery  of  goods  have  been  caused  by  the  world- 
wide shortage  of  shipping  space.  This  was  further  aggravated  at 
the  end  of  last  year  by  the  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  the  con- 
gestion of  freight  at  Panama.  Since  the  progress  of  Punta  Arenas 
no  longer  depends  upon  its  advantage  as  a  port  of  call  for  foreign 
shipping,  the  effects  of  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  are  scarcely 
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noticeable  in  the  commerce  of  the  port  except  in  the  number  of  ships 
calling  for  orders,  supplies,  etc. 

Punta  Arenas  is  largely  served  by  Buenos  Aires  in  its  news  service. 
Whenever  a  good  service  is  established  between  the  latter  place 'and 
the  United  States  Punta  Arenas  will  enjoy  direct  benefits.     There 
are  four  daily  papers  published  at  this  port. 
Opportunities  for  American  Investments — American  Merchandise  in  Demand. 

There  are  few  opportunities  at  present  for  the  employment  of 
American  skill  in  the  industries  and  commerce  of  the  district,  as 
there  is  no  American  capital  invested  here.  As  soon  as  oil  is  struck 
in  commercial  quantities  there  will  be  a  large  demand  for  Americans 
skilled  in  the  various  branches  of  this  industry. 

If  oil  is  found  in  satisfactory  quantities  a  large  amount  of  Ameri- 
can capital  can  find  profitable  investment  here.  At  the  present  rates 
the  investment  of  capital  in  grazing  lands  might  not  produce  good 
dividends.  Funds  might  be .  advantageously  placed  in  a  municipal 
loan  and  in  port  improvements.  The  construction  of  a  railway  from 
Punta  Arenas  into  southern  Argentina  offers  a  good  possibility  for 
a  large  amount  of  capital.  The  construction  of  a  hotel  and  public 
market  also  offers  an  excellent  opportunity^  for  safe  investments. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  American  general  merchandise, 
especiallj'  food  supplies,  clothing,  hardware,  machiner3%  agricultural 
implements,  building  and  fencing  materials,  automobiles  and  sup- 
plies, etc.  ♦ 

There  has  been  a  pressing  demand  for  better  banking  facilities  be- 
tween this  port  and  the  United  States.  The  current  rates  of  exchange 
have  been  far  too  high,  usuall}^  calculated  on  a  double  rate  via  Lon- 
don, with  the  average  difference  between  the  buying  and  selling  rate 
on  New  York  for  sight  drafts  at  7  per  cent.  The  lack  of  means  of 
easily  securing  mutual  credit  information  has  also  been  a  handicap 
to  interchange  of  trade. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  foreign  export  trade  from  Punta 
Arenas  in  1915,  by  principal  countries : 


Countries. 

1915 

Countries. 

1915 

$2,161,974 

100, 783 

4,325 

4,447,247 

United  States 

$397,825 
128  100 

Tolal .  . 

United  Kingdom 

7.240,254 

While  Punta  Arenas  in  1914  shipped  to  the  United  States  chiefly 
sausage  casings,  in  1915  it  was  the  shipping  point  for  large  quan- 
tities of  hides  and  skins  and  wool,  as  well  as  increased  exports  of 
sausage  casings.  Following  is  a  statement  of  the  goods  invoiced  at 
this  consulate  for  export  to  the  United  States.  There  were  no  ship- 
ments to  the  insular  possessions. 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Hides  and  skins: 

8293 

$553,313 
22,838 
4,489 

Sausa^a  casings  

$18,947 

7.406 

SOO 

$101,008 

Sheepskins — 

740,333 

Dry,  with  wool 

All  other  articles 

750 

Total 

Oxhides 

21,-148 

1,425,731 
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Undonbtedly  wool,  sheepskins,  and  sausage  casings  exported  to 
Europe  in  former  years  have  been  reshipped  to  the  United  States, 
l.mt  there  are  no  data  avaiLable  as  to  such  quantities. 

The  other  products  were  diverted  in  1915  from  their  usual  Euro- 
pean destinations  as  a  direct  result  of  the  war.  Since  American 
buyers  have  now  formed  connections  here  it  is  practically  certain 
that  these  products  will  be  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  large 
quantities,  even  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
Export  Trade  of  Punta  Arenas. 

A  summary  of  the  classes  of  exports  to  foreign  countries  com- 
l^ared  with  those  of  1914  follows,  excluding  imports  for  and  exports 
from  the  neighboring  Argentine  coast  transshipped  at  Punta  Arenas: 


Articles. 


1914 


1915 


Animal  products. . 
Veg?table  products 
Mineral  products. . 
Wines  and  liquors. 
All  other  products. 

Total 


S5, 405, 120 

$6,853,229 

286,669 

338,300 

3,926 

3,978 

13,355 

32, 559 

12,502 

12,188 

5, 721, 572 


7,240,254 


The  total  foreign  exports  of  Chilean  products  for  1913  were 
$5,764,191,  being  $42,619  more  than  those  for  1914.  The  exports  in 
1912  were  $4,651,639  and  $4,657,630  in  1911. 
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